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to give a short sketch of the man that was put on Mr. Monroe as a suitable man for a Florida Judge. He was a French priest, and when the French revolution closed the churches he came to America, and without making known his profession, married into a widely-respected Maryland family, then removed to New Orleans and commenced practicing law. Through the influence of his wife's family, he was elected to the United States Senate; not being re-elected, he deserted his wife, went back to France, and was restored to his priestly office. But when the American marriage was made known he was deposed, returned to America, and finally persuaded his wife to live with him, and her family then got Mr. Monroe to make him a judge. Mr. Monroe was ignorant of his history, but General Jackson knew it, and it is at least possible that the knowledge of this record got the better of Jackson in his dealing with him.
The preceding chapter left the ex-Alcalde in bed, too sick to make his appearance before the new Governor. The account of his arrest at the banquet is best told by himself :
"An occurrence so strange and abusive in the presence of those who surrounded me at the table, a great jpart of whom were there as a greater compliment to me, and others, my subordinates, could not but raise a blush in my face, and disorder my stomach in the very act of eating, and in the convalescent state I was; and I felt myself attacked by a deadly pain (which I almost habitually suffered, and which had frequently attacked me on the preceding days) ; notwithstanding, I concealed the circumstances so as to render it impossible to be discovered; that upon quitting the table I might go to reflect, for it was not known upon what such answers or occurrences rested."
The Spanish reports of what took place when the Alcalde was finally brought before Governor Jackson, which seem to have been adopted by Mr. Parton, are so truly characteristic of the Spaniard, that it is unnecessary to give just what2betweenre raising questions, that the Government pro-l motive. But they so conducted it as to authorize and suggest that imputation. Their movements all took a personal and vindictive, instead of a legislative and remedial, nature."
